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SALUTE

ior.MasterBr. r en an Brethren,
It

ivi"e" my Paper "Ge rge W hington,the M n an•.the Freema n

6 main Sections,fir t,I •.al briefly with the a"vent of 'Organi

nry' in th 13 Col niea f N rth America at the c mmencement

f the I8th.c ntury,then refer t the birth,chil -ho" ni e rly man

h •. f W ahingt n,pr c ea t. an ace unt ef hi. ,Initiati n, fter which,

I mak reference t me f hi ma.onic activitie ,the ttack on his

member hip f th Craft,hi retirement fr m public lif ,ana,fin lly, n

on hi, •.ath,buri 1 ani 8 m f th ffects f hi member hip n Free

Ma. Dry in th U.S.A.. I re r t that it ha. pr vee.im aible te

maintain a strict chen 1 ical equence an•.a k y u t bear with m

wh r it has pr v •.nece ary t m ve f rwara ni.b ekw in time in

the interest f th narrative.

I t ke this pportunity f ackn wleiging th .• urce f inf rm

ati n fr m which I have b rr we•.freely,viz. ,Hay.en ' It Cl hir.1gtonane.

hi Ma nic C mpee.r",uThe F et b ut Ge • a.hingt n as a Freem•. nil

by T•.t ch,ani,The Chri tian Science M nit r f Thure.Oct.I6,I952. I

alao teni r ap l.~ies r.M ster ani Brethren if the per a.ppear

mewhat lengthy,but the ubject i ne th•.t e t be •.•.equat ly

i alt with in a m re xpeaiti u M•.nner.

I tr s the w 'Org.nis i' bee•.u alth ugh Americ n hi t ri ~

ani bioir•.pher prior t the 3 • ec•." f the I8th.Century are silent

concerning the Fr•.t rnity;it i t eert•.in that," in ther

c untri .,Ma nic L ~ w r b in h 1 with ut the •.nction of •.

written ~ rrant,but,by th inher nt right f Fre m.. n a allctin

by imm m ri 1 u • Th L i a kept littl if •.ny rec ~ f their

proc ii~.,an",aueh 8C nty rec r 8 a exi te" •.t the tim were,.

likely ant, •.•tr y in th firin cking f the v r 1 t w

an civic buil ing iuring the ~.ar of In•.p naene • "wW
If h wev r w tuiy ree re. in the p e i n f ur~Ga.L ig w

fint th t a Deputati n r P tent w.. grante" by the then Duke f

~ rf lk,Gi.Ma ter f the Gra.niL ige f Engl n" ~n" tee.June 5th.

I730,t ne Daniel C xe c n tituting him Pr v. ter of th

Pr vinc ·f New York,New Jer ey an. P nn ylvania.Fr m the e reco

w 1 rn th t the a.iiD~iel C xe wa pres nt at the Me ting of

L tge in L n" n 29th. f the f 11 wing ~ J nu••..ry where hi.h alth w pr p Pr v.G«..M ter f N rth Americ • LittLe is

kn wn f hi ma nie hi tory b y n the fact th t hi n me pe r

V'-1 rly
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v r.1 arly in th annals f Amerie aa Dry, n4 hen t em t2
have ex rte him If t any extent. a Pr v.Gd.Ma ter, Of hi

P r en.l hi t ry we know that h w. the s n f Dr.D.Cox 'i. ~~!~t
~ue n C.therin Queen !nne,th.t. th ntative/ f hi f theT

h imini.ter i ext n.iv tract. f l.n Jer ey ani en the Gulf

f M xie ,wa a memb r f th H us f A ni,f r time D puty

G vener f rn w J r ey,he was als very .ctive in the att mpt

t e t blish n En li h Coloni 1 Uni n in N rth America a a pr tect~

i n g.inst th inr ai f th French,he iiea at Burlingt n,New Jer y

n April 24th.I739 in hi 65th.y are

T wa th eni f pril 1733,L vi nt cute,Gi. ter f th Grani

LoG.e of Eno-lan appointed Henry Price Pr v.. ter'·f ew Englani

n the omimion ani Territorie there-unt bel nging",thi appoint

ment it i at ted iff rei tr ID th t f C x in-a -much a the tenur

f ffice W 8 not limite t •.specifie numb r f ye r neither was

it rev k ble except at the pIe ure f the Auth ritie in L ndon,

wher.s C x wa appoint f r tw y ar nly after which,I quote!,
I.
the Brethr n re i nt in all r any f th i Pr vincee were

rt

empower i t elect a Pr v.G .Ma t r very ther year n st.J hn's D y.

H nry Price wa b rn in L n on b ut 1697, aile f r America in
1723 n 8 ttl • in B ston,Mas • a '• m rchant tailor.He app ars t

hav be n'm ie a • n' in n f th 4 'Time Immem ri l!Lodge .H

return.i t n&lani in 1729 ani ~ inea L i N .75 which met at th

Rainb w C ffe .Hue ,Lond n.In 1739 he returned t B st n, • wher

"'e':'&lIN.,,~g .he c nvenei hi fir t Pr v.G • L e ~~ An rew Belcher his

D puty,Thoma Kennelly.n J hn Quann Pr v.Gi. arcien .Amirew Belcher

the Deputy wa the n f John than Belcher then G vern r f M etts-.,

him elf a Freem. n wh f r many ye.r w - f1a ne f the tw

earlie t,if n t the rlie t known Hr ema on in America,h having b ~
so/JI1" 11/11 £"/l.£

'mate' whil t re i nt~in Eur pe in 1704.
At th r~4&~~N f hi fir t Pr v.G .L Br ther Price was

p titi n i by 18 1 cal Brethr n t c n titut th m 'a r gul r Lof1ge~

th y ha b n me tin' f r me c n i r bl tim with ut •. ,arrant r~ ~

Di pen••ti n but}un r immemori 1 cust m,ani,th pp rtunity f
••••mbling .co i~ t th pr cee ure 1 i wn by th G .Lo e in

L.n~ n an f w rking un r th juri icti n f a Pr v.G .Ma.ster ni

R.pr entative Brethren waa auffici ntly enticing to cue th m to

make this r que t,th ir petiti n w. r.nt ,.n, n th me evening

m t •• th "First L tige ,B st nt~th n me by which thi Lo ge was
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.tPPliJ: /l "/I~K~ P# r"H~ fAl4~y-<~ ,(./J'" #, .4#~q~S h" /7.J8 "'~ ;t,tI'/~6,g~S7tw/A! N'..tWfN~D

t ~'~II,cJ.tIII/II~/~~/1' ".#~ "~r""I'.q ~",,~rIN "'!'IF ~s.~, C;)
kn wn until 1783 wh n it w cha.n&e"t that existing t aay,"The St.

• ;t'V~"'H~~.
John's Lo"" ".Thi. i. rAma. nic 1.ntr st b cau. we learn th t v n
th n the L "ie wa n t is ue" with Warrant,the tact f it bei~

Con tituted an it Officer in talle by the Pr v.G". ater ih p r n

b 1ng e nsi re.. uffici nt legal authority r it exi tenc.~ Br••

ico was ucc •.•.a Pr v.G • . ster in 1737 by Rob rt T mlinson ana

th n in 1744 by Thoma. OXnard.. Br. ie wa ~ c.mmi 3iene>i

PrGv.G .M at r n tw sub. qu nt cca 1 n in 1754 ana gain in 1768

which i /1 suppose~ m ju tific tion for ur American Brethren

reiar ing ~ th f th r of Freemasonry in the U.S.A .•

It i ju t pri r t th c mmencement f th I t.Prov.G".Ma ter

ship f Br ,Price that ur tu"y f Ge • ashingt n must b gin, f r,in

the shin t n f mily Bible (which i till preserve•.) i n entry,

uppo e ly by his M ther, which rea"s in p I.'ta f llow :- It George

a hingt n, on t Augu tine ~ Mary hi ife.wa b rn y 11th ••.y f

Februar.y,I731/32,about10 in th m rning a wa baptize•.the 3 • f

April folIo in • tc.etc.". Th birth ate menti ne•.acc r with the

olt tyl cal n.ar th n in u ,an.,c rr p n s t th 22n. t Feb.,

1732 ef ur curr nt reck ning, thi • amingly is conai ere•.a matter
SIP""'~ • I ...t hi f th.f imp0 rtane t ~,e pec].aly wh n th ma. D...LC st ry e

then infant a.h1~t.n is th tepic f ai cu ion,a we h 11 see.

Th anc t r f Ge • a hin t n emi rated t Americ fr m the

north ef Englan "urin the pr tect rate ! Oliver Cr mwell. Hi great.

~ran father,~ hn,wh m it ls al., inherit the bloo of English

n bility,b th by p ternal and maternal e cent,went t America in ,.
1657 settlinT in eatmorelanc County,Virginia. Fr m John,first in li~l

f escent wa Lawr nce; ec n" AUiU tine an thirciGe rge,wh wa. the

the 3 • child of Augustine an~ the fir t (by econ. marri ) t.

Mary, aughter f.C 1.Ball f Virginia. Augustine m ve . t

Fre ericksburg while G .was still chil. an" .ie" there wh n hi n

was II ye r ef a e. Littl i known f him r of hi family lifcjbut

it i n rec that"he h • in tille in his 13 n.,# kin".n ble an•.
~ n r u i p sit! n. Th ep1 .e f th ch rry-tree an the h tchet,

a try. ften t.l an characteri tie f th man in after-life,

.h ws that even a a b y en f th n blest ID nic virtues,th l~ve

.r truth,hai b en well inculcate in this y uthful min. To his

] ther i. acc. e ,an riihtly ••,the cre.it f iir ctin the ment'I
moral an r iiSi us charact r f her son a t iv an exalt t ne

t. hi v r.yacti n In after-lif. Left, t h r hu ban's e th,with

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



(4)
the r spen.ibility er ucating fiv chil.r n ana r maintaini~ the

family .tat .r s m 5000 acre ,ah s acquittea her elf a~ t h ye

the pr ui ati f ction f se ing them 11 enter aault life with g •

pr spect ,ani. f her fir t-b rn bee mini the m st bel v «.Qn exalt ~

ef ID rican citiz ns.Truly we c n ascrib t. Ge. hingt n the tible

f"the wicl'ws'Sn~ A might be xpecte ,the sch 1 f the C 1 nie ,

ev n f r wealthy p rent ,«.ianot ff r4 Breat ppertunity f e~ucati n,

ani' hingt n' ch la tic chi vement wer c ntainea with-in the
~~rll "'!fYl~' ",,#/,,,,••

three R's, Ith Uih h tii,~=&~~~ ••~~e, tu y ~e graphy, hi t ry

na urveyi~,in the la t f which subjects h _ine. such pr 1C1 ncy

t be pp int • G v rnment Survey r t culf~~~~reounty at the

! 18. Early in his b y-hooi4. y he howe a m rke~ military flair

na i tatea to have exert j a c mman ing influence over his youthful

a eciates in their mu ement an. e.cap. ,a tr it which was to fit

him f r the perils ana.a v ntureB th t "'If ahe f him, n. which

were t n ea tre~th of b i.y,perever nce an. confi nce in hi own

bility t nsure ucce • After hi f ther' eath the b y live•.f~

a time with his half-br ther Lawrence,an intimate frien f the influ-

• ntial f mily f Fairfax,ani,thr Uih them, btainet an .pp intment 8.
mii hipman in th Briti h Navy,hi m ther h wever forb de this step

an.,becaus f h r wiah.h 8urr nierea the C mmi si n ni r turn ~ t

hi studies of mathematic~ nt surveying.Bec u e of this obedience t
.", r ,flu! "V.J

her will sh gay him peliknife (still to b een) a~onishini him t.

" lw y bey y ur superior", injucti n which,when,bec use f

politic 1 strife hi military fortunes were at th ir 1 west ebb, n.,

the plight of the Republic n Army iesperate he ha•• giaei te r i~n

hi commani a C.in C.,. reminder by his life-loni frieni General Kn x

f his mother' wor s,c usei him to tear up his letter of resignati n

ani t c ntinue in spit fA~ver increa iug bitterne the ta k --

sian i him.

Th m ,ixth Lo F irfax,born in Ensl n in 1690 emiirate. to
Vir&inia in 1743,inheriting fr m hi ther 5,500,000 acres of lan&

xt n ini fr m Ch apeake Bay t the Shenan ah Valley,he w.
f un er :f th City f Al xan ri ,Va. and.l•.tter retirm,to hi

t~t in Fre erick C unty,whith r we le rn,th b y hington w nt,

arly in arch 1748 with Ge .Nilliam Fair:faxc u in t the b r n," t
urv y an.. u.b-ivicieth laD. f hi 1 r ship", he was then nly 16

year f a but ther w t spring up a frien hip betw en th nobl

1 an the youthful surve~er th t was t 1 st unbr ken unt,ilth
c. ath
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